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Glen Fern being restored by Park’s preservation trus
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airmount Park’s historic Glen

Femn 1s geiting a overdue
restoration and facelift. Fern,
which was built in 1746 and is
located alomg the Wissahickon
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Upan its construction, the house
was the residence of the Livesoy
family, who owned the house until
Fairmount Park purchased it in
1873. The house small, but
gradually as the family
m, eventually
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farm. After the ﬁﬂm
industrial buildings u{uw]y but
surely came down, with the mill
“I'I.-llﬂ' coming down in the 1920s.

From the early twentieth centu-
ry until about two this
building was the home of the Val-
ley Green Canoe Club, [t became
apparent that work would need to
be done several years ago, but that
concern was elevated in the
bwo years, The Fairmount
Historic Preservation Trust has
now gotten the ball miling on the

i t is crtical to the
sucﬁﬂ.{ufﬂﬁamﬁm and
vaton of this great treasure,” said
Todd Bemstein, president of the

Falrmount Park Historic Preserva-
tion Trust “Thanks to the gener-
ous s af  communi
I:.a.rl.\'lm-u ike the Philadelphia
ntervention Fund and vate
b et vt e
an £ our cty's
history: a bui]dﬁ‘hhlt was
kﬁl‘dﬁy_ﬂﬁmhﬂl collapse.”

Pennsylvania Historical and
Museun Commission, whose
monies wese matched by the Gity
of Philadelphia, Most of the cur-
rent renovations being made are
exterior, including
improvements, structural repairs,
restoration of all exterior windows
and doors, as well a8 seri
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septic system.
;mﬂ'-:

W stood
is current-
in a rmmmm vislting
site from California, 11th-gen-
eration descendants of Thomas
Livezey, Holbrook Mitchell and
Gladyne Mitchell, made a gener-
ous donation to help restore the
decrepit building,
This past Decernber, the
systemn ab Glen Fern I‘lihd.h"unslhrub-
ening the of ing
restoration. the Philadelphia
Intervention Fund, who awanded
the Fairmount Park Historic
Preservation Trust a §7,000 grant
to repair the heating system. "An
extraordinary commitment from
blic and private souwrces, like the
fladelphia Intervention Fund,
has emabled us to make {
strides in improving historle |

preservation in Fairmount Park,”
sadd John Car, executive director
of the Fairmount Park Histore
Proeservation Trust. “Without this
sup Fairmount Park's trea-

sures would be critically endan-

Repairs and restoration are to be
completed by

thia

SLLIMIMEL,

explained Carr Discussions ane
now underway for the reuse of the
house, The mew fenants will have
o b abluljl:enuke Lheﬂwhmue BCCES-
sible for public. will be
issued a long-term lease of 30

years in exchange for an invest-
ment for further restoration. In
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for all wtilities, upkeep and repairs.
“And, of course, all paris of the
bullding muzst remain as they were
ol et built” says Carmr. The
E;p; of oocupant will be limited,

out, as accesaibility to
the site can be difficult.

The Fairmount Park Historic
Preservation Trust will continue to
strive to keep Glen Fern in excel-
lent condition, a= well as conduct
ongoing  fundraising for its
cleanup, The ultimate goal,
according to Care, i “for Glen

0 have a positive tmpact on the
Wissahickon, on the community,
and on the city itself.”
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